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Background 
This document contains extracts from relevant HELCOM meetings held since the seventh meeting of the 
HOLAS II project: 

1. HOD 52-2017, 20-21 June 2017, Brussels, Belgium; 
2. HOD 52A-2017, 26 September 2017, online; 
3. SEAL 11-2017, Gothenburg, Sweden, 4-7 October 2017; 
4. STATE & CONSERVATION 7-2017, Sopot, Poland, 23-27 October 2017; 
5. PRESSURE 7-2017, 24-26 October 2017, Vilnius, Lithuania. 

Also the outcomes of the following meetings are of relevance for HOLAS II: 

1. HELCOM SPICE WS CIM 1-2017, 27-28 September 2017, Helsinki, Finland; 
2. HELCOM SPICE ML WS 1-2017, 7-8 November 2017, Helsinki, Finland; 
3. HELCOM ESA WS 1-2017, 1 November 2017, Riga, Latvia. 

 
Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the information. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2052-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052A-2017-483/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2052A-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/SEAL%2011-2017-472/MeetingDocuments/Final%20Outcome%20of%20SEAL%2011-2017_Rev.1.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/STATE%20-%20CONSERVATION%207-2017-470/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20State%20and%20Conservation%207-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%207-2017-462/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20PRESSURE%207-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%20SPICE%20WS%20CIM%201-2017-474/Related%20Information/Outcome%20of%20the%20HELCOM%20SPICE%20WS%20CIM%201-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%20SPICE%20ML%20WS%201-2017-459/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20HELCOM%20SPICE%20ML%20WS%201-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%20ESA%20WS%201-2017-480/MeetingDocuments/Outcome_HELCOM_ESA_WS_1-2017.pdf
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Extracts from HELCOM meetings of relevance for HOLAS II 
HOD 52-2017 

Next HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 

- discussed the draft outline material for the 2018 Ministerial Meeting (document 2-7), agreed in general 
on the proposed approach and that the document is a good basis for further work on the Ministerial 
Meeting outcome, and agreed that: 

• in a process of renewal of the BSAP to be taken up by the Ministerial Meeting the term “update” 
better suits the foreseen process, the previously agreed commitments should not be opened, and an 
analysis of the results of the first version of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report will be an important 
next step to understand the underlying reasons for not reaching a good environmental status yet; 

• it would be important that the Ministerial Meeting highlights the need to update and finalize the 
HOLAS II report by June 2018; 

• Ocean-related SDGs provide the overall background framework for the Ministerial preparations and 
the BSAP update. 

- took note of the comment by WWF that it is very important not to lose track of the implementation of 
the agreed MAI/CART targets, a particularly innovative dimension of HELCOM work. The Ministerial 
outcome could also utilise the cumulative impacts approach used in HOLAS work. Further, it is important 
to ensure and steer towards a sustainable blue economy. WWF will produce a Scorecard report for the 
2018 Ministerial Meeting and welcome the Contracting Parties to provide and support structure to the 
analysis. 

- agreed on the amended project proposal (as contained in document 2-17-Rev.1 and Annex 2) in principle, 
pending clarification of study reservations by Poland and Denmark by 26 June 2017, and invited 
Contracting Parties and groups to contribute to the process. 

Implementing SDGs and regional ocean governance 

- took note of the information on the outcome of the UN Conference “Our oceans, our future: partnering 
for the implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14”, 5-9 June 2017, New York (document 2-
11). 

- took note of the information by Sweden that Portugal and Kenya have informed that they could consider 
hosting a follow-up meeting in 2020, subject to an agreement in the United Nations General Assembly, 
but that also other upcoming events such as UNEA and ‘Our Oceans’ conference will likely be used for 
follow-up. A high-level political forum has been given the role to oversee the SDG 14 process.  

- took note that several Contracting Parties presented work done within HELCOM and in the Baltic Sea 
during various side events and appreciated that the HELCOM SDG publication as well as the commitments 
provided for a strong HELCOM presence at the Ocean Conference. 

- agreed to follow the work on Agenda 2030/ SDGs within HELCOM also in the future and invited 
Contracting Parties, including Sweden, to inform the Heads of Delegation of future developments. 

- took note of the comment from the EU that the ‘Our Ocean’ conference in Malta will focus on concrete 
commitments, in particular from private companies. 

- thanked Russia for organizing the event “Baltic Sea Day” 2017 and invited national representatives to 
attend the XIX International Environmental Forum «Baltic Sea Day» and provide proposals for 
roundtables bearing in mind that the Forum will follow on the outcome of the HELCOM Ministerial 
Meeting 2018. 

  



HOLAS II 8-2017, 2-1 
 

 

Page 3 of 13 
 

Current state, pressures and impacts on the Baltic Sea 

- considered the first version of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report (document 2-6) and the comments 
provided in documents 2-13 and 2-18, and for chapter 4.7 in documents 2-12, 2-16 and 2-20, as well as 
in document 2-19. 

- took note of the information by Germany that the issue of dredging and the chapter on noise will need 
further consideration for the 2018 version of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report. 

- agreed on the revised chapter 4.7 prepared by the drafting group as presented in document 2-22-Rev.1 
(Annex 3).  

- agreed on changes to the content on the State of the Baltic Sea report as contained in document 2-21-
Rev.2 (Annex 4) and mandated the Secretariat to implement the editorial proposals listed in the 
document. 

- took note of the documents on the issues identified so far to be addressed and improved in the 2018 
update of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report (document 2-9) and the proposed additions by Germany to 
be added to the list (document 2-19). 

- took note of the planned update and gap filling of data (document 2-8).  

- took note of the view of Denmark that the extent of loss and disturbance of benthic habitats in relation 
to bathing sites needs further consideration, in particular since in Denmark bathing sites are mainly 
natural (not man-made) and not considered to cause as extensive loss and disturbance of benthic 
habitats as currently estimated. The issue was added to the list of issues to be addressed in the 2018 
update of the report (document 2-9-Rev.1). The Meeting noted the information from Germany, Poland 
and Russia that additional proposals will be provided by 23 June 2017. Germany clarified that a number 
of additional amendments have been identified for the chapter on underwater noise. 

- considered and commented on a proposal for an introductory note on the upcoming update of the ‘State 
of the Baltic Sea’ report by 2018 as contained in document 2-23-WP.1 and agreed on the amended note 
as contained in Annex 5. The introductory note will refer to a new final chapter to the ‘State of the Baltic 
Sea’ report titled “Further planned work” that lists planned improvements as listed in document 2-8 and 
document 2-9-Rev.1. 

- approved the First version of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea report, June 2017’ and agreed on its publication 
on the HELCOM website, with the understanding that a final consolidated report will be prepared by June 
2018. 

- considered and agreed on arranging a regional consultation of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report as 
outlined in document 2-3. 

- took note that comments from the regional consultation will be handled by the HOLAS II core team and 
relevant HELCOM Working Groups from the beginning of March 2018, and that the summary of 
comments from the consultation can be prepared for the Ministerial Meeting 2018, if desired. 

- took note of the information on the draft HELCOM Maritime Assessment (document 2-15) and agreed 
on the proposed approval procedure for publishing the 2017 Maritime Assessment: 

• commenting deadline by 28 June 2017 (maritime.response@helcom.fi) 

• comments received by the deadline 28 June, as well as the missing summary, will be incorporated in 
a final version of the publication in terms of substance by the beginning of July 2017. This final draft 
will be sent to HODs for printing approval (tacit approvals of the document by 14 August). 

• the Secretariat is mandated to carry out proofreading as well as layout before final release aimed for 
the beginning of September 2017. 

Matters arising from the HELCOM Groups 

- adopted the modification of the HELCOM Monitoring and Assessment Strategy Annex 4 as endorsed by 
the State and Conservation Working Group (document 3-2). 

mailto:maritime.response@helcom.fi


HOLAS II 8-2017, 2-1 
 

 

Page 4 of 13 
 

- agreed to make available, as recommended by the GEAR Group, the final report of the BalticBOOST 
project related to estimation of the extent and impact of physical disturbance on the seafloor from 
different human activities on the HELCOM web-site by the end of June 2017. 

- considered the revised HELCOM guidelines for establishing environmental targets for underwater noise 
(document 3-6). 

- agreed on the title of the document as “HELCOM input to the process of establishing environmental 
targets for underwater noise” and noted that the suggested revised sentence in the legend to figure 1 
related to migration corridors is to be included in the document (as follows “For migrating species it may 
be needed that migration corridors without physical or acoustic barriers are set aside”). 

- agreed on the document pending the clarification of the study reservation by Germany and Russia to be 
clarified through written procedure by 21 July 2017. The Meeting agreed that the document could serve 
as regional input to other fora, including other Regional Sea Conventions as well as European processes.  

- supported the national testing for establishing environmental targets for impulsive and continuous noise 
(figures 2 and 3), to be followed up by the HELCOM EN-Noise in coordination with OSPAR and the 
European work as proposed by GEAR. 

- considered the updated version of the draft HELCOM core indicator on nutrient inputs and endorsed 
the publication of the document (document 3-7-Rev.1). 

- took note of the information on the status of updating the core indicator report (document 3-10) and 
that the reports endorsed by the State and Conservation Working Group will be published shortly after 
HOD 52-2017 and that the remaining core indicator reports will be also published as soon as they have 
been endorsed by the State and Conservation Working Group. 

Outcome of the Meeting of the Heads of Delegation, 26 September, online 

Draft Ministerial Meeting outcome (cf. HOD 52-2017 document 2-7) 

- discussed the general form of the Ministerial outcome and agreed to aim for a concise outcome.  

- agreed that the HELCOM Executive Secretary will contact the new Executive Secretary of OSPAR 
regarding OSPAR participation and contribution in the run up to the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting. 

- agreed on the possibility of joint paragraphs to be developed jointly by OSPAR and HELCOM for the 
Ministerial outcome and invited HELCOM Heads of Delegations to provide input on possible topics of 
interest for future collaboration by 1 October 2017. The Meeting also suggested that initial drafting on 
the possible joint paragraphs could be prepared by HELCOM as a proposal for OSPAR. 

- further suggested including CBSS and the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region into consideration on 
future strengthened regional cooperation. 

- pointed to the need to link the four themes when preparing the Ministerial outcome.  

Theme 1 – Reflecting the current state, pressures and impacts on the Baltic Sea, led by Finland 

- thanked Finland for the work on the draft [document 2-1], discussed the suggestion by Finland and took 
note of the comments by Poland, Germany and Denmark to the draft text. The Meeting invited the 
Contracting Parties to provide further comments to the draft to the lead country Finland by emailing 
maria.laamanen@ym.fi within two weeks’ time, i.e. by 10 October 2017 in order to present the further 
developed draft at the online HOD meeting 13 November 2017.  

Theme 2 – Renewing the Baltic Sea Action Plan beyond 2021 and towards 2030, led by EU 

- took note of the proposal for the focus and structure of the report on implementation of HELCOM 
agreements in comparison with the results of the HOLAS II report as information document for the 
Ministerial Meeting and HELCOM’s future work (document 2-2). 

mailto:maria.laamanen@ym.fi
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- agreed on the structure of the report and the proposed timetable and mandated the Secretariat to 
engage the specific HELCOM working groups and expert groups as listed in Annex 3 of the document. 

- invited Contracting Parties that have not yet done so to finalize the questionnaire on national actions by 
17 November 2017. The Secretariat will approach the individual countries with specific requests. 

- discussed the need to explore the reasons for not reaching GES yet and causes for short-falls and 
recognized that the report could provide first insights to a limited number of topics based on the existing 
material while a more complete and in depth analyses will be required to support future HELCOM work, 
in particular with regard to the update of the BSAP. 

- took note of the suggestions regarding the update of BSAP (documents 2-1, 2-4 and 2-6) and of the 
information by EU that they will prepare a proposal on how to address the BSAP update for consideration 
by the Contracting Parties and with the aim to have draft text discussed in the HOD online meeting on 
13 November.  

- took note of the information by Finland on nutrient recycling prepared to support drafting of a Ministerial 
decision on the development a HELCOM nutrient recycling strategy (document 2-5). 

- supported the document submitted by Finland in principle and thanked Finland for the work done 
highlighting the step by step approach in elaborating the strategy as agreed by HOD 52-2017.  

- took note of the input of Germany that the issues related to sewage sludge management raised in the 
respective HELCOM Recommendation have already had a good start with HELCOM work and that 
Germany has a new respective legislation that could also contribute into the draft document for nutrient 
recycling. The Meeting also agreed that further research collaboration on the theme is needed. 

- welcomed the initiative to already have a draft outcome document text and updated background 
document concerning how to address the regional nutrient recycling strategy in the Ministerial meeting 
ready by the next HOD meeting on 13 November noting that input by Pressure and Agri groups will also 
be taken into account in further developing the proposal. 

- took note that Sweden will provide comments on the document on nutrient recycling by 10 October to 
the lead country (Finland). Other Contracting Parties are also invited to provide possible comments.  

- noted that the EU will provide text on litter and noise, but also welcomed the updates of the expert 
networks. 

- agreed to engage HELCOM marine litter network and underwater noise network in their upcoming 
meetings to prepare background material and proposals for possible next steps regarding marine liter 
and underwater noise. 

Theme 3 – Enhancing economic and social analysis and innovation to implement ecosystem approach, led 
by Secretariat 

- took note of the comments regarding theme 3 (documents 2-4 and 2-6). 

- agreed to utilize the outcomes of the workshop on social and economic analysis (1 November, Riga), 
HELCOM-EUSBSR workshop on internal nutrient reserves (28-29 November), and HELCOM-VASAB MSP 
WG meeting (7-8 November) for providing input to drafting the text proposals. 

- Contracting Parties are invited to provide further input to theme 3 by 15 October 2017. 

Theme 4 – Implementing SDGs and regional ocean governance, led by Sweden 

- took note of the comments regarding theme 4 (documents 2-4 and 2-6). 

- noted the lead country Sweden’s initial thoughts about the theme, to focus on Sustainable Development 
Goals as a framework for reaching the goals of the BSPA, as well as utilizing HELCOM, and the BSAP, as a 
regional platform for reaching the marine SDG. Sweden also intends to put focus on the importance of 
education and ocean literacy.  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052A-2017-483/MeetingDocuments/2-4%20Comments%20by%20Denmark%20and%20Poland%20to%20the%20draft%20outline%20for%202018%20HELCOM%20Ministerial.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052A-2017-483/MeetingDocuments/2-6%20Comments%20by%20Germany%20to%20the%20draft%20outline%20for%202018%20HELCOM%20Ministerial%20Meeting.pdf
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- welcomed Sweden’s suggestion of inviting the members of the drafting group to a drafting meeting, 
which will either take place in Stockholm or online, to further develop the draft for Theme 4 to be 
presented at the HOD online meeting. 

General 

- noted that the lead countries for each theme and each country has committed to prepare drafts for the 
next meeting and invited Contracting Parties to engage with the drafting group members at their earliest 
convenience. 

- highlighted the possibility to use already developed material and the upcoming meetings of the expert 
networks as indicated above and gave the Secretariat the mandate to contact workshops and meetings 
to this end, with the aim that outcomes of these meetings can feed into the Ministerial preparations 
under the respective leads. 

Follow-up of HOD 52-2017 

- took note of the revised HELCOM input to the process of establishing environmental targets for 
underwater noise. The Meeting welcomed the information that Germany has lifted the study reservation 
on the document, and invited Russia to clarify their study reservation. 

- regretted that the project to support preparations of the Ministerial Meeting proposed at HOD 52-2017 
could not be launched and, however, agreed to follow-up on the topics raised in the proposal, in 
particular investigating reasons why GES has not been reached yet, in the context of GEAR. 

Any other business 

- took note that WWF will present a draft of the new Scorecard regarding the progress towards BSAP 
implementation at HOD on 14 December 2017.  

- requested the Secretariat to circulate the list of nominated national experts for core indicators for review 
and update by the Contracting Parties. 

SEAL 11-2007 
− took note of information about the latest data call which is compiling data for the indicator assessments 

to be included in the update of the State of the Baltic Sea report under the HOLAS II project (document 
4-1) and took note of the status of data reported so far (Presentation 5). 

− took note of the information on the updated HELCOM Assessment units for the 2018 update of HOLAS II 
(document 2-5, Presentation 6). 

− noted that the indicator Number of drowned mammals and waterbirds in fishing gear will not be updated 
for the HOLAS II 2018 version due to lack of data, but that there are plans to collect more data and add 
more species to the indicator as data becomes available 

Distribution maps for marine mammals for HOLAS II  
− reviewed the latest version of the distribution maps for marine mammals for HOLAS II, which provide 

best available information on marine mammal distribution to be used in the 2018 version of the Baltic 
Sea Impact Index (BSII) (document 4-2, Presentation 7).  

− considered the grey seal distribution map and pointed out that for grey seals, the Bothnian Sea should 
be corrected so that it reflects “common occurrence and reproduction occurs”. The Meeting noted that 
there is a need to check the status of Falsterbo with regard to grey seal breeding, and welcomed the offer 
of Sweden to check the result with Mr. Olle Karlsson, Sweden. Denmark invited Sweden to use their 
survey data of this area if needed.  

− considered the harbour seal distribution map and requested that the top third part of the Western 
Gotland Basin should be cut off. The Meeting also pointed out that the Kiel Bay assessment unit has 
regular occurrence and should therefore be the same color as the Arkona Basin. The Meeting agreed that 
the Eastern Gotland Basin area should be reduced since there is no occurrence of the species in the 
Estonian, Latvia, Lithuanian and Polish waters.  
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− considered the ringed seal distribution seal map and noted that there seems to be an error in the results 
of Gulf of Finland. The Meeting noted that the status should be very rare in the Baltic Proper.  

− noted that the harbor porpoise map is made according to the SAMBAH results and welcomed the offer 
of Sweden and CCB to provide comments.  

− noted that the maps are drawn differently for the different species, but noted that this should not be an 
issue in terms of the method used to aggregate data for the BSII assessment.  

− suggested that the definitions of the categories used in the distribution maps should be explained in 
connection with the maps. The Meeting requested the Secretariat to forward information about the 
definitions of the categorization to the Contracting Parties.  

− 4 requested that areas with no (or very rare) occurrence should be indicated on the maps. 
− requested that the maps should be amended with more easily distinguishable colours.  
− noted that Limfjorden is part of the HELCOM Kattegat assessment unit and is therefore included in the 

maps.  
− invited Contracting Parties to provide any additional comments or amendments concerning the 

distribution maps to the Secretariat. For this purpose, the Secretariat will produce an online 
Participatory-GIS (PGIS) survey using the eHarava survey tool. In the survey, distribution for each species 
are drawn on a map using the web-based map tool. The distribution will be classified in the four classes 
used in the current maps (very rare occurrence, rare occurrence with no regular reproduction, etc.) with 
definitions for the classes provided. The survey will be online from 16 October 2017 and Contracting 
Parties/experts are kindly asked to respond by 23 October 2017 to allow for processing of the data. The 
Secretariat will provide assistance for filling in the survey, if needed. 

 

STATE & CONSERVATION 7-2017 
− noted that a report on implementation of HELCOM agreements in relation to the results of the HOLAS II 

is being prepared by the Secretariat as an information document for the Ministerial Meeting and 
HELCOM’s future work. It could also be used when preparing a new chapter on conclusions and future 
outlook of the updated HOLAS II.  

− took note of information about the updating of HELCOM assessment units for the 2018 update of HOLAS 
II (document 3J-11).  

− Germany informed that they have made a slight change in their assessment units for reporting to the EU 
and they recognize that since at this stage it is late to make these changes also to the HELCOM 
assessment units prior to HOLAS II, there will be minor differences between national and HELCOM 
assessment units and area calculations.  

− took note of the status of data reporting for updating the data and data products for the final version of 
HOLAS II as presented by the Secretariat (presentation 14).  

− took note that only data submitted according to agreed HELCOM reporting arrangements will be used 
for the updated and final version of HOLAS II and that new data submissions reported later than 31 
October will not be included.  

− considered the proposed approach to the maintenance and development of HELCOM indicators in the 
future (document 3J-9) and recognized the importance of starting the discussion on this issue so further 
work beyond HOLAS II could planned in a good time (c.f. discussion on indicators in paragraphs 3J.42-
3J.69).  

− took note that Finland retains its study reservation with regard to the core indicators on nutritional and 
reproductive status of seals since they are still waiting for the results of a national public hearing, which 
are due in mid-November. The Meeting noted that there are possibilities for compromise, especially 
concerning the reproductive status indicator, but that discussions are still needed at the expert level. The 
Meeting noted the proposal of Finland to continue the work on updating and development of the 
indicator, with the objective of including one or both indicators in HOLAS II if the results allow.  

− discussed how to proceed with the updating of the core indicators on seals and agreed that work should 
conditionally continue as planned, keeping in mind the Finnish study reservation, and the possibility that 
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another version of the indicator could be developed concomitantly. The Meeting proposed that two 
options of the integrated assessment could be presented to the experts Workshop with the possibility 
for them to decide which to include in the final HOLAS II assessment. The intention is to include the 
results of either version of the core indicator on nutritional and reproductive status in the integrated 
assessments if the experts can agree to it. */ 
 

‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report (HOLAS II)  
− took note of the information that the first version of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report prepared by the 

HOLAS II project was published in June 2017 and is available via http://stateofthebalticsea.helcom.fi/. 
The Meeting noted that by June 2018 the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report will be updated to include data 
to cover also the year 2016, fill data gaps, and possibly include new threshold values and indicators that 
have become operational during 2017 (cf. Outcome of HOD 51-2016, para 6.2).  

− took note of information about the team involved in the updating of the HOLAS II report as presented by 
the Secretariat (presentation 11).  

− took note of the supplementary reports to HOLAS II ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report (document 3J-3) and 
that they have been opened up for commenting by HELCOM expert networks until 21 November 2017. 
The Meeting noted that it is not the intention to open the reports for commenting on the  

− agreed methodology, but instead to further refine and clarify the information on how the assessments 
have been done in order to provide transparency on methods and data used. Comments should be made 
directly to the documents in the Workspace using TrackChanges to avoid duplicate comments and 
minimize the workload. Once the comments have been collated, the consolidated versions of the reports 
will be considered by HOLAS II 8-2017 (28-29 November 2017). The reports will be updated based on the 
comments and any relevant additional information will be included in the summary report. 

− noted that the updated versions of the supplementary reports will be submitted to STATE & 
CONSERVATION 8-2018 for review and endorsement. 

− noted that some Contracting Parties have had problems with opening the Hazardous Substances report 
and that the problem is apparently related to content which is not supported by older versions of MS 
Word. The Meeting requested the Secretariat to resolve this issue by uploading an older Word document 
version of the report to the Workspace. 

− took note of comments by Estonia to the supplementary report to HOLAS II assessment on integrated 
/eutrophication assessment (document 3J-17) and noted that the Secretariat will transfer them the 
version that is in the Workspace.  

− took note of the information on the regional consultation of the June 2017 version of the ‘State of the 
Baltic Sea’ report (document 3J-13). The Meeting noted that technical comments received from national 
consultations can be taken forward, and factual errors will be corrected.  

− considered the proposal for the planned update process of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report (document 
3J-8, presentation 12).  

− noted the study reservation of Denmark on this document since they have not had time to consider the 
document prior to the Meeting and requested Denmark to inform of their position at GEAR 17-2017 (to 
be held on 23-24 November 2017).  

− took note of the statement by Germany regarding finalising the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report and its 
associated documentation. Germany pointed out that in the documents presented under agenda item 
3J, in some instances further technical developments and re-assessments have been suggested. 
According to Germany, some ambitions are not realistic in the time given and focus should be on updating 
the indicators and on the agreed outstanding issues:  

• There is a need to develop methods and assessments tools further, including adjustments to 
allow their use for EU purposes. In many instances, Germany does not see a need to press to 
do so for 2018 reporting.  

• It is the German understanding that changes in methods were in principle excluded from the 
work on finalizing the assessments for 2018 (see also the restrictive approach agreed for 
dealing with comments in the regional consultation process).  

• Contracting Parties rely on the 2017 version of the report for their national reports and 
consultations: while differing assessment results following from an update with the latest 
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data year can be explained to the public, changes resulting from new data assessments or 
differing methodologies cannot.  

• Therefore, Germany suggest:  
− Limit data update in principle to the inclusion of the latest available data year 
(2016) and already identified data update needs, e.g. for hazardous substances. A 
systematic review and update of the data-series for 2011-2016 and associated 
reassessments, as implied in document 3J-7, or inclusion of completely new data sets 
(as implied in document 3J-4 for ferry box data), are not feasible.  
− Focus efforts for inclusion of new indicators on those which are technically final 
but for which no political agreement had been achieved for the 2017 version (e.g. 
diatom-dinoflagellate index) or which were used only for testing (e.g. cyanobacterial 
bloom index).  
− Limit efforts on supplementary reports to adjustments needed for inclusion of 

any additional indicator and on editorial finalization (with exception of agreed 
outstanding issues on the report for BSII/BSPI). A further development of 
assessments and methodologies for 2018 reporting, as implied in documents 3J-
3 and specifically suggested in 3J-4, is neither feasible nor needed.  

− According to the described focus: give more time to indicator updates and less time 
to supplementary reports.  
 

− discussed and endorsed, in principle, the planned updating process of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report 
as contained in document 3J-8-Rev.1, pending clarification of the study reservation by Denmark, and 
noted the document will be submitted to the upcoming GEAR 15-2017 meeting, with Germany’s 
suggestions, for further strategic discussion and final agreement.  

− supported and endorsed (noting the Danish study reservation) the following schedule for updating 
indicators:  

− 1 December: compiled data and indicator evaluations ready  
− 2 December-6 April: update of core indicator reports  
− 1-24 January: review by HOLAS II (tentative)  
− 8 January-16 February: approval of indicator evaluations and associated data by CPs  
− 19 February-20 April: updating of indicator report metadata and maps  
− 23 April-18 May: approval of core indicator reports by State & Conservation  
− 18 May-30 June: prepare indicator reports for online publication  
− 24 May-15 June: review and adoption by HOD  

− considered and agreed (noting the Danish study reservation) on the request of EN Hazardous Substance 
for the approval of hazardous substances indicator evaluations and associated data to be approved by 
Contracting Parties already by the end of January 2018 so that the group can prepare for the integrated 
assessment calculations at their meeting in early February 2018.  

− recalled that HODs have the task of approving core indicator thresholds and assessment methods and 
took note of the clarification by the Secretariat regarding forwarding the full core indicator reports to 
HOD for approval. The Meeting noted the view of Denmark that they would like to have all the core 
indicators reports submitted to HODs for approval. The Meeting suggested that this issue be resolved by 
HOD 53-2017.  

− supported and endorsed (noting the Danish study reservation) the following schedule for updating the 
integrated thematic assessments:  

− 1 November: Remaining issues for BSPI and BSII clarified  
− 1 November: initial values for BSII weighting factors, nomination of national expert by 
CP’s  
− 3 November: Metadata descriptions for BSPI and BSII improved as needed  
− 6-30 November: Preparations for running the indices  
− Early December: online workshop to propose the final BSII weighing values.  
− 1 January: Deadline for submission of corrections to human activity layers  
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− 7 January-8 February: Human activities and Ecosystem component data layers available 
for review in shared workspace  
− 8 January-5 February: Run BSII  
− 8 February: tentative workshops to validate results including approval of updated data 
layers: BSPI&BSII  
− 19-23 February: Implementation of integrated assessments (BEAT, HEAT and CHASE)  
− 19 March: Workshop to validate results: Eutrophication  
− 20 March: Workshop to validate results: Biodiversity  
− 21 March: Workshop to validate results: Hazardous Substances  
− Late March: Tentative workshops to validate results: Economic and social analysis (ESA)  

− noted that Germany has found some errors that need correcting in the BSII dataset and noted that 
corrections can be sent to the Secretariat (juuso.haapaniemi@helcom.fi) by 1 December 2017.  

− considered the proposal for development of eutrophication assessment methodology for HOLAS II 2nd 

stage (document 3J-4), which aims to improve the confidence of the assessment.  
− took note of the view of Germany that with the current time constraints, the updating of the HEAT tool 

should not be prioritized. The Meeting noted that the work has already been started and an updated 
proposal will be presented in to the next meeting of IN Eutrophication (to be held on 8 November 2017). 
The Meeting noted the view of Sweden that it is important that Contracting Parties will be informed 
about the preliminary results as planned in the document 3J-4.  

− discussed the proposal of including ferry box data and noted that those countries that are able to provide 
data will do so and that the results will be available for consideration by Contracting Parties in December 
2017. The Meeting noted that Germany do not see the inclusion of ferry box data as a priority at this 
stage. The Meeting noted the point raised by Finland that the procedure on use of ferry box data is 
included in the monitoring guidelines.  

− noted that the results of the proposed amendments to the eutrophication assessment will be considered 
by IN Eutrophication and that the experts will be able to recommend the application of the changes to 
be approved intersessionally by State & Conservation for use in the updated version of HOLAS II.  

− took note of the progress with the on-going SPICE project as presented by the Secretariat (presentation 
13).  

− discussed the option of including the deliverables of the SPICE project theme 4 into the HOLAS II 
assessment and took note of the information that due to the interim state of the work it is currently not 
possible to provide an answer.  

 

PRESSURE 7-2017 

Underwater noise 

- welcomed the clarification provided by the EU on the role of the Regional Seas Conventions (RSCs) in the 
establishment of threshold values on underwater noise in view of the Commission Decision (EU) 
2017/848. EU encouraged the RSCs’ to contribute to the establishment of regionally appropriate 
thresholds for underwater noise in cooperation with the EU MSFD TG Noise. The Meeting also took note 
that Denmark still has not lifted the study reservation on the Terms of Reference of EN-Noise regarding 
development of threshold values.  

- noted that the next meeting of the EU MSFD TG Noise will be held on 8-9 November in Madrid, Spain, 
and that the development of advice to EU Member States on GES, future assessment and target-settings 
and threshold values is included in the draft agenda of the meeting. 

Assessment of input of nutrients and selected hazardous substances (PLC-6 project outcomes) 

- agreed to have a tacit approval procedure for approving the use of trend analyses method for the 
evaluation of the progress towards national reduction targets and input ceilings to Baltic Sea sub-basins 
by 10 November 2017. The Meeting welcomed the offer of the Project Manager to make an overview of 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%207-2017-462/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20PRESSURE%207-2017.pdf
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the break points, to be found in Annex 2 to the outcome. The Meeting also agreed that the Contracting 
Parties would explicitly approve the break points identified in the trends and inform the PLC-6 Project 
Manager Lars Svendsen (lms@dce.au.dk) with copy to the Secretariat (dmitry.frank-
kamenetsky@helcom.fi) by 10 November 2017. 

- considered document 5-2 on the preliminary results, obtained by the PLC-6 project, applying the 
methodology to account extra reductions in the assessment of progress towards national reduction 
targets. 

- took note of the position of Germany that the method to reallocate extra reduction can be applied for 
the assessment only when all principles, including principle 8 (c.f. document 5-2) have been agreed by all 
Contracting Parties.  

- also took note that Denmark is not in the position to lift the study reservation on principle 8. 

- agreed that, due to the positions of Germany and Denmark, reallocation of the extra reductions cannot 
be applied for the final products of the PLC-6 project. In order to enable the PLC-6 project to finalize the 
project deliverables, which also includes the CART policy message, the Meeting suggested that the PLC-
6 Project group will prepare two policy messages, one with and another without reallocation of extra 
reduction, for submission to HOD 53-2017. 

- considered the draft chapter on sources and pathways of nutrient inputs (source apportionment) for PLC-
6 (document 5-7), endorsed in principle the document for submission to HOD 53-2017 after editing and 
making a layout and agreed on a written procedure for commenting on the results within two weeks 
after the updated version has been circulated.  

- considered the draft Summary on the evaluation of effectiveness of measures, implemented in the 
period 1995-2014 and expected effect of measures implemented or planned for implementation after 
2015 (document 5-5) and agreed to change the product into a narrative description of the compiled 
information on applied and planned measures with quantification where possible. The Meeting agreed 
on the submission of the final product to PRESSURE 8-2018. The countries are invited to provide 
additional information to improve the product quality by 20 December 2017. 

- took note of the presentation by the PLC-6 Project team on the draft chapter on the evaluation of the 
nutrient input to the Baltic Sea by the seven big rivers in the Baltic Sea catchment area (document 5-6 
and Presentation 2) and agreed that the document requires minor updates and is then ready for 
submission to HOD 53-2017. 

- took note of document 5-8 providing an overview on the PLC-6 information sources, which are planned 
to be made publicly available. 

- decided that data used for the maps and methods of visualisation (e.g. for the transboundary rivers) are 
to be verified by the Contracting Parties. The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to provide 
comments on the maps, presented in document 5-8, by 20 December 2017.  

- in principle agreed to open public access to the quality-assured data on monitored and unmonitored 
areas in the PLC-6 database. The Meeting pointed out that the access page of the public web service 
should contain a disclaimer indicating that the assessment dataset has been manually corrected, thus it 
might differ from the data reported by the countries to the database. The Meeting also suggested to 
make a user tool providing aggregated data on the countries’ inputs to sub-basins.  

- considered the draft policy message on implementation of the HELCOM nutrient reduction scheme as 
contained in document 5-9. 

- agreed that the policy message should be focused on the achievement of the GES for the Baltic Sea, 
which is reflected by the national input ceilings. 

- agreed on the draft structure of the policy message as prepared by the drafting group, contained in Annex 
3. 

mailto:lms@dce.au.dk
mailto:dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi
mailto:dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi
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- also agreed on the initial suggestion of the drafting group for supplementary document as contained in 
Annex 4.  

- requested the RedCore DG, together with the Secretariat, to elaborate further the supplementary report 
and policy message by 8 November 2017 and circulate it to the Contacts of Pressure group for a 
commenting round. The comments should be provided by 15 November 2017. 

- considered the draft Assessment of input of selected hazardous substances into the Baltic Sea (document 
5-1) and agreed that the comments on the chapter and additional data will be provided by countries by 
8 December 2017. 

Nutrients recycling and follow-up of HELCOM Recommendation on sewage sludge handling 

- considered and in principle endorsed the overview on nutrient recycling in the Baltic Sea countries 
(document 6-1). 

- agreed that the latest updates to the overview can be sent by 3 November 2017 to make the updated 
document available for consideration by the HELCOM Agri group at its meeting on 8-9 November 2017. 

- took note and supported the background information to support the development of a Ministerial 
decision on a HELCOM nutrient recycling strategy (document 6-2 and Presentation 5). 

Hazardous substances 

- took note of the presentation by the EMEP MSC-W Consultant on the results of the assessment of 
emissions of nitrogen in the region and its deposition on the Baltic Sea water area (document 7-5 and 
Presentations 6, 7 and 8).  

- took note of the suggestion by Germany to reflect on the increased ship emissions in the supplementary 
paper for the CART policy message.  

- pointed out an increasing proportion of nitrogen emissions from agriculture and invited the Agri group 
to address the issue in line with the ongoing process of revision of Annex III, Part 2 of the Helsinki 
Convention. The Meeting also took note of the suggestion of CCB to consider updating of HELCOM 
Recommendation 24/3. 

- took note of the presentation by the EMEP MSC-E Consultant on the indicator reports as a part of the 
annual report by EMEP on airborne input of cadmium, mercury, lead and dioxins as well as nitrogen into 
the Baltic Sea area in the period from 1990 to 2015 (attachments 1-6 of document 7-5 and Presentation 
9). 

- approved in principle the EMEP Technical report and indicator fact sheets and invited the Contracting 
Parties to the provide additional comments on the Report and fact sheets by 17 November 2017. EMEP 
will send the corrected Report and indicator fact sheets to the Secretariat for publication at the latest by 
15 December 2017. 

- Since a new contract between HELCOM and EMEP regarding estimation of airborne inputs of N and 
selected hazardous substances is to be signed for the next 3-year period 2018-2020, the Meeting decided 
to include the following substances for the assessment in 2018-2020, as it is stated in document 5-5, 
namely: nitrogen, cadmium, mercury, PCB-153 and PAH.  

- considered the updated report on the HELCOM indicator Diclofenac (document 7-2), recommended to 
remove older data with lower detection limit when new data becomes available and endorsed in 
principle the Diclofenac indicator as a pre-core test indicator for inclusion in the descriptive part of the 
second version of the State of the Baltic Sea report to be ready by mid-2018. 

- also invited the Contracting Parties to provide specific comments on the Diclofenac pre-core indicator by 
17 November 2017. 

- discussed and endorsed in principle the templates for data collection on micropollutants and riverine 
inputs of Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) (documents 7-3, Att.1 and Att.2). 
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- agreed that reporting of available data on diclofenac will be organized separately from the other data to 
enable using the diclofenac data for the second version of the State of the Baltic Sea report. 

- agreed on the following timeline for reporting: reporting request to be circulated to the Pressure group 
contacts during week 44 with the request to report on diclofenac by 20 December 2017. The deadline 
for reporting on other substances and micropollutants is by end of March 2018, in time for consideration 
by PRESSURE 8-2018. 

Physical damage to the sea floor 

- took note of the outcome of the third meeting of the Expert Network on dredging/depositing operations 
at sea (EN DREDS 3-2017) and the suggestions on the method used for the first version of the HELCOM 
State of the Baltic Sea reports to evaluate effects of dredging and depositing of dredged material on the 
sea floor (document 8-1). 

- requested EN DREDS to look into the definitions, especially on loss and disturbance effects for 
maintenance and capital dredging, as it now differs from those given in the related EU directive. 

- took note of the overview of the data reported on dredged material (document 8-2). The analysis on the 
data will be submitted to PRESSURE 8-2018. 

- requested those Contracting Parties who have not reported data to report by 20 December 2017 at the 
latest. 

Follow-up of HELCOM Recommendations: implementation, reporting and revision 

- took note of the status of the HELCOM Hot Spots (document 9-1) and further took note of the information 
from the Contracting Parties on the possibilities to remove the remaining 44 hot spots in accordance with 
the 2013 Ministerial commitment. 

- reviewed the actions with different responses to the follow-up of national reporting under the HELCOM 
Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP) (document 9-2).The Meeting was of the opinion that item 2 cannot be 
followed up, as the commitment formulation is unclear and might be interpreted ambiguously. The 
Meeting recommended to exclude it from the follow up system.  

- took note that Estonia, Denmark, Finland and Sweden have recently ratified the Minamata Convention. 

- invited the Contracting Parties to review the answers on the questions listed in document 9-2, except 
item 2, with specific attention on the answers “no” or “on-going” and to inform accordingly by 17 
November 2017. 

- considered and endorsed the overview of the status of reporting on HELCOM Recommendations under 
the mandate of the Pressure group, selected to be included in the BSAP follow-up (document 9-3 and 9-
3 Rev.1). 
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	- took note of the position of Germany that the method to reallocate extra reduction can be applied for the assessment only when all principles, including principle 8 (c.f. document 5-2) have been agreed by all Contracting Parties.
	- also took note that Denmark is not in the position to lift the study reservation on principle 8.
	- considered the draft chapter on sources and pathways of nutrient inputs (source apportionment) for PLC-6 (document 5-7), endorsed in principle the document for submission to HOD 53-2017 after editing and making a layout and agreed on a written proce...
	- considered the draft Summary on the evaluation of effectiveness of measures, implemented in the period 1995-2014 and expected effect of measures implemented or planned for implementation after 2015 (document 5-5) and agreed to change the product int...
	- took note of the presentation by the PLC-6 Project team on the draft chapter on the evaluation of the nutrient input to the Baltic Sea by the seven big rivers in the Baltic Sea catchment area (document 5-6 and Presentation 2) and agreed that the doc...
	- took note of document 5-8 providing an overview on the PLC-6 information sources, which are planned to be made publicly available.
	- decided that data used for the maps and methods of visualisation (e.g. for the transboundary rivers) are to be verified by the Contracting Parties. The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to provide comments on the maps, presented in document 5-...
	- in principle agreed to open public access to the quality-assured data on monitored and unmonitored areas in the PLC-6 database. The Meeting pointed out that the access page of the public web service should contain a disclaimer indicating that the as...
	- considered the draft policy message on implementation of the HELCOM nutrient reduction scheme as contained in document 5-9.

	- agreed that the policy message should be focused on the achievement of the GES for the Baltic Sea, which is reflected by the national input ceilings.
	- agreed on the draft structure of the policy message as prepared by the drafting group, contained in Annex 3.
	- also agreed on the initial suggestion of the drafting group for supplementary document as contained in Annex 4.

	- requested the RedCore DG, together with the Secretariat, to elaborate further the supplementary report and policy message by 8 November 2017 and circulate it to the Contacts of Pressure group for a commenting round. The comments should be provided b...
	- considered the draft Assessment of input of selected hazardous substances into the Baltic Sea (document 5-1) and agreed that the comments on the chapter and additional data will be provided by countries by 8 December 2017.
	Nutrients recycling and follow-up of HELCOM Recommendation on sewage sludge handling
	- considered and in principle endorsed the overview on nutrient recycling in the Baltic Sea countries (document 6-1).
	- agreed that the latest updates to the overview can be sent by 3 November 2017 to make the updated document available for consideration by the HELCOM Agri group at its meeting on 8-9 November 2017.
	- took note and supported the background information to support the development of a Ministerial decision on a HELCOM nutrient recycling strategy (document 6-2 and Presentation 5).
	Hazardous substances
	- took note of the presentation by the EMEP MSC-W Consultant on the results of the assessment of emissions of nitrogen in the region and its deposition on the Baltic Sea water area (document 7-5 and Presentations 6, 7 and 8).
	- took note of the suggestion by Germany to reflect on the increased ship emissions in the supplementary paper for the CART policy message.
	- pointed out an increasing proportion of nitrogen emissions from agriculture and invited the Agri group to address the issue in line with the ongoing process of revision of Annex III, Part 2 of the Helsinki Convention. The Meeting also took note of t...
	- took note of the presentation by the EMEP MSC-E Consultant on the indicator reports as a part of the annual report by EMEP on airborne input of cadmium, mercury, lead and dioxins as well as nitrogen into the Baltic Sea area in the period from 1990 t...
	- approved in principle the EMEP Technical report and indicator fact sheets and invited the Contracting Parties to the provide additional comments on the Report and fact sheets by 17 November 2017. EMEP will send the corrected Report and indicator fac...
	- Since a new contract between HELCOM and EMEP regarding estimation of airborne inputs of N and selected hazardous substances is to be signed for the next 3-year period 2018-2020, the Meeting decided to include the following substances for the assessm...
	- considered the updated report on the HELCOM indicator Diclofenac (document 7-2), recommended to remove older data with lower detection limit when new data becomes available and endorsed in principle the Diclofenac indicator as a pre-core test indica...
	- also invited the Contracting Parties to provide specific comments on the Diclofenac pre-core indicator by 17 November 2017.
	- discussed and endorsed in principle the templates for data collection on micropollutants and riverine inputs of Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) (documents 7-3, Att.1 and Att.2).
	- agreed that reporting of available data on diclofenac will be organized separately from the other data to enable using the diclofenac data for the second version of the State of the Baltic Sea report.
	- agreed on the following timeline for reporting: reporting request to be circulated to the Pressure group contacts during week 44 with the request to report on diclofenac by 20 December 2017. The deadline for reporting on other substances and micropo...
	Physical damage to the sea floor
	- took note of the outcome of the third meeting of the Expert Network on dredging/depositing operations at sea (EN DREDS 3-2017) and the suggestions on the method used for the first version of the HELCOM State of the Baltic Sea reports to evaluate eff...
	- requested EN DREDS to look into the definitions, especially on loss and disturbance effects for maintenance and capital dredging, as it now differs from those given in the related EU directive.
	- took note of the overview of the data reported on dredged material (document 8-2). The analysis on the data will be submitted to PRESSURE 8-2018.
	- requested those Contracting Parties who have not reported data to report by 20 December 2017 at the latest.
	Follow-up of HELCOM Recommendations: implementation, reporting and revision
	- took note of the status of the HELCOM Hot Spots (document 9-1) and further took note of the information from the Contracting Parties on the possibilities to remove the remaining 44 hot spots in accordance with the 2013 Ministerial commitment.
	- reviewed the actions with different responses to the follow-up of national reporting under the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP) (document 9-2).The Meeting was of the opinion that item 2 cannot be followed up, as the commitment formulation is unc...
	- took note that Estonia, Denmark, Finland and Sweden have recently ratified the Minamata Convention.
	- invited the Contracting Parties to review the answers on the questions listed in document 9-2, except item 2, with specific attention on the answers “no” or “on-going” and to inform accordingly by 17 November 2017.
	- considered and endorsed the overview of the status of reporting on HELCOM Recommendations under the mandate of the Pressure group, selected to be included in the BSAP follow-up (document 9-3 and 9-3 Rev.1).


